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Explain why humans are drawn to
distorted, abrasive sounds in music
Describe how distortion spreads as a
cultural and social norm
Highlight implications for artists,
listeners, and music industry trends

✅ WHAT TO DO NOW

NEW SCIENCE RESEARCH:
WHY WE (NOW) LOVE
HARSH NOISES  
A summary of the cultural evolution of distortion in music

🎯 OBJECTIVES

🗓 TIMELINE

Recognize distortion as a learned
cultural signal, not just sound design
Track how subcultures adopt and
normalize sonic harshness
Understand distortion’s emotional
and social function in musical identity

📣 CONCLUSION
We shape musical norms through social
bonding and cultural feedback. What
once sounded abrasive is now
embraced by artists and fans alike,
redefining what music can be.

⚖️ WHAT’S NEW?
This research reframes distortion as a
social behavior rather than an aesthetic
glitch. Through simulated models, it
shows how cultural preferences can
evolve to favor even “unpleasant”
sounds.

IMPACT EXAMPLES
Spotify’s growing catalog of noise
subgenres
Merzbow gaining popularity via
streaming
Pop artists like Charli XCX and The
Weeknd embracing distortion
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